Section 1: DAP Principle 2 — Whole Child
	The second principle of developmentally appropriate practice is that there are multiple areas or domains of development including physical, cognitive, social/emotional, and linguistic and they are all interconnected. (NAEYC, 2020). This focus on all domains is often referred to as the concept of “whole child” development. It is key to understand that each developmental domain relies heavily on the others so that educators can plan curriculum and activities for children that support them completely. 
	If educators focus on only one domain, for example, they are likely to miss out on other important areas of a child’s life. For example, if a teacher emphasizes academic performance too heavily with her young students, she may fail to recognize their physical need to run around outside or their social need to engage with each other and build relationships. By meeting the children’s needs in other areas, they are likely to improve academically. 
Section 2: Engaging in Community and Family Relationships
	One of NAEYC’s important guidelines for developmentally appropriate practice is “engaging in reciprocal partnerships with families and fostering community connections.” (NAEYC, 2020). This guideline is key to ensuring that children have a strong and positive connection between their learning and home/community environments. By engaging with the community, educators can gain an understanding of local culture and the needs of families in the area, which they can then incorporate into their classrooms.
	Children benefit from having a safe, welcoming learning environment. When teachers have positive relationships with the families of the children they teach, they can foster open communication to share necessary information about them. For example, if a child struggles to make friends or have positive social interactions, his parents may make this known to his educator who then is aware of his needs and can facilitate positive social development in the classroom. On the other hand, the teacher will spend a substantial amount of time with the child and may inform his parents of his progress socially and in all other areas of his development. This communication, of course, can only happen if educators and parents make the effort to engage with each other in positive, honest, and respectful interactions. 
